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87th birthday, and together they cele-
brated an amazing 68 years of mar-
riage. What an accomplishment.

Virgil grew up in humble beginnings.
He was born in Louisville, KY, to
George and Sarah Brown. He is the eld-
est of six children. He moved to Cleve-
land with his parents and siblings when
he was 12 years old. He graduated from
Central High School in Cleveland in
1937 and attended Fenn College, now
Cleveland State University.

Throughout Virgil’s long and distin-
guished career of public service, he has
made history and opened many doors
through a number of ‘“‘firsts’” he at-
tained. He served as the first African-
American to be the director of the Cuy-
ahoga County Board of Elections; the
first African-American to be elected as
a Cuyahoga County commissioner; and
the first African-American to serve as
director of the Ohio Lottery Commis-
sion.

His political career started in 1966
with an unsuccessful bid for a State
representative position. He rebounded
quickly, however, and in 1967 he won a
seat on the Cleveland City Council,
where he served for three terms. In
1972, when there was a breakdown in
the countywide election system and
the position of director of the Cuya-
hoga County Board of Elections be-
came available, Virgil resigned his city
council seat to accept an appointment
as director of the Board of Elections.
He served nearly 7 years in this posi-
tion, and during his tenure he restored
the integrity and efficiency of the elec-
tion process.

When I left the position of Cuyahoga
County commissioner to serve as Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ohio in 1979, Virgil
was appointed as my replacement. He
was reelected and served three addi-
tional terms. While in his last term as
commissioner, I was serving as Gov-
ernor, and I asked Virgil if he would
serve as the director of the Ohio State
Lottery. Virgil graciously accepted,
even though he was planning to retire.
I appointed him in 1991, and he re-
mained as director until 1995, when he
officially retired at the age of 74.

Virgil has had many notable achieve-
ments throughout his life. In 1976, he
delivered the nominating speech for
President Gerald Ford at the Repub-
lican National Convention. He was hon-
ored by the Cuyahoga County Board of
Commissioners when they named their
human services building the Virgil E.
Brown Center. In 2002, he was inducted
by the Cuyahoga County Republicans
into the inaugural class of the James
A. Garfield Hall of Fame. He was also
inducted into the Glenville Hall of
Fame, the Senior Citizens Hall of
Fame, and the National Forum for
Black Public Administrators’—Cleve-
land chapter—Hall of Fame. He is also
a past president of the National Bowl-
ing Association.

Virgil has served the greater Cleve-
land community and the State of Ohio
with distinction. Whether it was
through his ©political career, his
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mentorship of numerous young adults,
his tenure on the board of directors for
various community based organiza-
tions and commissions, through his
home church, Bethany Baptist Church,
or through his successful insurance
company, Virgil Brown has touched
and improved the lives of many.

Throughout all of his accomplish-
ments, his loving and supportive wife
Lurtissia has been by his side. Without
a doubt, she has been his greatest
blessing. Together they have two chil-
dren, Veretta Garrison, who is a busi-
nesswoman in Connecticut, and Virgil,
Jr., who is an attorney in Cleveland
and also a member of the State Board
of Education.

Mr. President, I wish to take this op-
portunity to thank Virgil E. Brown,
Sr., for his exceptional leadership and
for serving as a stellar role model. Con-
gratulations, Virgil, on all you have
and will continue to achieve. Our lives
are better as a result of having been
touched by you. May God continue to
bless you and your family.e

————
RECOGNIZING DAVID PERRY

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize SrA David Perry of Ellsworth
Air Force Base in South Dakota for his
heroic efforts in saving a man’s life.

Airman Perry had only been based at
Ellsworth for a few weeks before the
evening of April 22, 2007. While shop-
ping at a local grocery store a man col-
lapsed in front of him, and Airman
Perry responded quickly. Taking con-
trol of the situation, Airman Perry di-
rected another bystander to call 9-1-1
while he checked the fallen man’s vital
signs and then began CPR. Through his
quick thinking and swift actions the
man’s life was saved.

Airman Perry will be awarded the
Air Force Commendation Medal. This
medal is awarded to Air Force per-
sonnel for outstanding achievement or
meritorious service rendered specifi-
cally on behalf of the Air Force.

Airman Perry volunteered and was
selected, to be part of the Air Force Fi-
nancial Services Center initial cadre.
At the time, he was one of six airmen
assigned to the Air Force Financial
Services Center and was the only air-
man instructor at Ellsworth.

Airman Perry truly deserves this
award and our commendations for his
actions; his service is a shining exam-
ple of the dedication and bravery that
makes America’s soldiers the greatest
in the world.e

————

IN COMMEMORATION OF SUMMIT
ROAD’S 7T0TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I wish to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of historic Summit Road,
a significant highway which remains in
use to this day as a popular tourist at-
traction and historic site within the
State of Nebraska.

It was Sunday, September 19, 1937,
that the Summit Road leading to the
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top of Scotts Bluff National Monument
in the Nebraska Panhandle was com-
pleted. The Summit Road is believed to
be the oldest existing concrete road in
the State of Nebraska. The road allows
visitors to drive to the top of the bluff
through three tunnels for a spectacular
view of the valley 800 feet below.

Summit Road was built entirely by
the Civilian Comnservation Corps, CCC,
at a time when dry winds and dust
storms were blowing across the west-
ern High Plains. The CCC was created
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt
when the entire country was in the grip
of the Great Depression to employ job-
less men who were struggling to earn
enough money to buy food for their
families.

Scotts Bluff National Monument is
named for a fur trapper by the name of
Hiram Scott, who was wounded and de-
serted by his companions in 1828. He
gained immortality by making his way
to a magnificent formation of bluffs
along the North Platte River before
succumbing to his wounds. It was for
Hiram Scott that Scotts Bluff National
Monument, Scotts Bluff County, and
the city of Scottsbluff have been
named.

Scotts Bluff National Monument,
which rises 4,649 feet above sea level,
was an imposing landmark, guiding
wagon trains along the Oregon, Mor-
mon, California, and Pony Express
Trails. Native Americans originally
called this natural formation Ma-a-pa-
te, which translates into ‘‘hill that is
hard to go around.”

Today, Scotts Bluff National Monu-
ment is home to an excellent museum
providing information about the his-
toric pioneer trails, together with an
impressive collection of art from Wil-
liam Henry Jackson, a photographer
and painter, best known as the first
person to photograph the wonders of
Yellowstone National Park.

It was reported that 550 cars drove to
the top of Scotts Bluff National Monu-
ment when the Summit Road was
opened 70 years ago. Since then, thou-
sands of vehicles have made the trip
and are still able to do so today,
thanks to the efforts of the CCC which
built it and the National Park Service
which now maintains the road.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Mr.
BYRD) reported that he had signed the
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

H.R. 954. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
366 West 1256th Street in New York, New
York, as the ‘“‘Percy Sutton Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 3218. An act to designate a portion of
Interstate Route 395 located in Baltimore,
Maryland, as ‘“‘Cal Ripken Way’’.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-12T17:32:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




